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Abstract

This article provides evidence of rent sharing from orthogonal directions.
Taking advantage of a rich matched employer-employee dataset for France,
we consistently compare across-industry heterogeneity in rent-sharing param-
eters relying on three different approaches: (i) the productivity approach,
(ii) the accounting approach and (iii) the traditional labor economics ap-
proach. We find that there exist differences in dispersion across the different
approaches but that the rent-sharing parameter estimates are within a com-
parable range.

JEL classification : C23, D21, J31, J51.
Keywords : Rent sharing, wage equation, production function, matched
employer-employee data.

∗We are grateful to Bronwyn Hall, Daniel S. Hamermesh and other participants at the Dan-
ish Research Unit for Industrial Dynamics (DRUID) Conference (Copenhagen, 2008) and the
International Conference on Panel Data (Bonn, 2009) for helpful comments and suggestions. All
remaining errors are ours.

†Free University Amsterdam, Ghent University, Tinbergen Institute, IZA Bonn, visiting
CREST. Postdoctoral Fellow of the Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO). Corresponding au-
thor: sdobbelaere@feweb.vu.nl

‡CREST, Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques (INSEE), MERIT-
Maastricht University, NBER.

1


